
Glossary of fraternity/sorority terms 

Active ʹ a member of a Greek organization who is currently enrolled as an undergraduate student. 



Fraternity ʹ an individual Greek-letter organization. This is a term commonly used to distinguish 

ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŵĞŶ͛Ɛ�organizations ;ĨƌĂƚĞƌŶŝƚŝĞƐͿ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽŵĞŶ͛Ɛ organizations (sororities). Some sororities are 

ĨŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ĂƐ�͞ǁŽŵĞŶ͛Ɛ�ĨƌĂƚĞƌŶŝƚŝĞƐ͘͟ 

Greeks ʹ students affiliated with fraternities and sororities. 

Hazing ʹ any willful act or practice by a member or associate member, directed against a member or 

new/associate member, which, with or without intent, has the potential to: cause bodily harm or 

danger, offensive punishment, or disturbing pain; compromisĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ͛Ɛ�ĚŝŐŶŝƚǇ͖�ĐĂƵƐĞ�

embarrassment or shame in public; cause the person to be the object of malicious amusement or 

ridicules cause psychological harm or substantial emotional strain; and/or impair academic efforts. In 

addition, hazing includes any requirement to participate in any activity which is illegal, in contrary to a 

ŵĞŵďĞƌ͛Ɛ�Žƌ�new/ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ͛Ɛ�ŵŽƌĂů�Žƌ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�ďĞůŝĞĨƐ, or is contrary to the rules and 

regulations of the organization, institution of learning, and civil authorities. 

Inactive Member ʹ an individual who is still a member of the organization but is denoted as inactive to 

designate that they have disassociated, taken a leave of absence, and and no longer participate in the 

day-to-day activities of the chapter. This status usually has a time limit of one academic year or less. This 

not the same as a graduate/alumni member or a resigned/terminated member. 

Initiation ʹ a formal ceremony by which new members become initiate members. 





Unanimous Agreements ʹ agreements to which the National Panhellenic Conference (NPC) member 

groups have unanimously agreed and that lead to orderly and equitable conduct of their mutual 

functions. Unanimous Agreements are binding on all NPC organizations.   

 

 


